A Hierarchy , of, and for Preposition Supersenses

Linguists group together related
functions with terms like “locative”. We
formalize a hierarchy of 73 supersenses
to make these categories precise
enough for annotation.

English prepositions are extremely
frequent and extraordinarily
polysemous. To facilitate automatic
disambiguation, we propose a general-
purpose, broad-coverage taxonomy of
preposition functions that we call
supersenses. We document and
Illustrate supersense—preposition

Prepositional polysemy is rampant.
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be
at 10

Paris at a shop on a street by the Seine
four in the afternoon on Saturday
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They ran to the roof for a quick escape.
They made for the roof to escape the cops.
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Temporal subhierarchy with examples.

Building upon previous schemes/resources, our wiki provides
partial mappings to:
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istinct from temporal senses In 3(2) and In X1. See
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supersense. Other constructions (e.g., as...as comparatives) are marked specially.

(e.g., out of line ‘inappropriate’). Idiomatic verb-particle constructions (e.g., blow the package up) will only receive a verb

» originally designed for core roles of verbs
» hierarchical
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