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Abstract

Definiteness expresses a constellation of semantic, pragmatic, and discourse properties (the communicative functions) ot an NP. Our supervised classifier for
English NPs uses lexical, morphological, and syntactic features to predict the communicative functions in terms of a language-universal classification scheme
and establishes strong baselines for future work. Additionally, analysis of the features and learned parameters in the model provides insight into the grammati-
calization of definiteness in English, not all of which is obvious a priori.

Classification Model

Communicative Functions of Definiteness (CFD) Annotation Scheme

We use an in-house implementation of a multiclass logistic
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